The objective of this paper is to assess the impact of ICT, particularly, the telecommunications revolution on poverty reduction in Nigeria. Using historical approach spiced with empirical observation, the paper argues that previous poverty reduction initiatives adopted by successive governments in Nigeria failed to yield the desired result because the ICT was neglected as a critical and strategic component. The paper contends that with the massive impact of the telecom revolution on the Nigerian economy as well as its remarkable contributions to poverty reduction in terms of employment generation and creation of value chains within a relatively shorttime frame in Nigeria, the ICT appears to offer more viable and sustainable option to poverty reduction than previous approach. The paper concludes that to sustain the gains of the telecom revolution in Nigeria particularly in the face of increasing globalization, there must be concerted efforts by the government, development partners and indeed all stakeholders to deploy the use of ICT in all sectors of the national economy in order to enhance productivity and reduce poverty.
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INTRODUCTION
Over the years, discourse on poverty has continued to engage the attention of scholars, development practitioners, politicians and international development agencies. The general opinion, however, is that poverty is a global challenge that adversely affect the well-being of victims be it in developed or underdeveloped countries.
More specifically, it is considered as one of the symptoms or manifestations of underdevelopment, a vicious cycle, that keeps the poor in a state of destitution and low consumption level (Aluko, 1975) lack of food, illiteracy, lack of adequate nutrition, joblessness, inaccessibility to credit facilities, low life expectancy (Abiola and Olaopa, 2008) as well as general lack of future prospects and despair (Oshewolo, 2010) .
Nigeria is a country enormously endowed with good weather condition for agriculture, and largely untapped human and mineral resources like petroleum, gas, among others. She was among the richest 50 in the world in the International Journal of Publication and Social Studies early 1970's and once regarded as a model for African development (Gana, 1996) . Years after independence, the country failed to record appreciable progress in terms of socio-economic development, and have retrogressed to become one of the world's poorest country (Obadan, 2001 ). Igbuzor (2008) affirmed that in 1978 the World Bank ranked Nigeria among middle-income country with a per capita income of about 1,000 US Dollars per annum and an exchange rate of 2 US Dollars to the naira. World Bank report shows that by 1990, the country's per capita income declined from US$1,000 to US$290 and further slipped from a middle-income country to the 17 th poorest country in terms of per capita income (Oladipo, 1998) . Today, about 83.9 percent of the Nigerian population live on less than two US Dollars a day (UNDP, 2009).
The rising poverty profile in Nigeria has assumed a crisis dimension because more than half its population live in abject poverty (Federal Office of Statistics, 1996; Garba, 2006; Okpe and Abu, 2009; UNDP, 2010) . Nwaobi (2003) and Akinyede et al. (2009) rightly observed that poverty in Nigeria presents a paradox. This is because in spite of the abundant natural and human resources and as the 6 th largest oil producer in the world (having earned over US$300 in oil revenue since independence), a significant number of its population lives in abject poverty.
Worried by this scenario, successive governments in Nigeria have explored various means and implemented several policies and programmes in order to address the rising profile of poverty in the country. Most of these efforts did not yield the desired result with respect to poverty reduction. These policy failures have challenged policy makers, researchers and development partners to adopt a paradigm shift, to think outside the box and develop new models of reducing poverty.
A recent World Bank report in 2006, considers ICTs as a crucial tool for poverty reduction in Sub-Saharan Africa. The World Bank report based on ICT model has since become an acceptable model for poverty reduction in both poor and advanced countries (World Bank, 2006) . The success of the telecom revolution in Nigeria have giving currency to the emerging perception of the ICT as a more viable option to traditional development models (based on intensive labour and natural resource exploitation) in Nigeria Thus, the main thrust of this paper is to assess the impact of the ICT sector on the Nigerian economy and poverty reduction since the year 2000. (Olusanya and Olayede, 2003) . Today, ICT connotes technological apparatus like the computers, peripherals, software, internet connections and other infrastructures required to support the processing of data and communication (Okwuenze, 2010) .
CONCEPTUAL AND THEORETICAL DISCOURSE
According to Hang and Keen, information technology involves a set of tools employed to help in the performance of tasks related to information processing (Nworgu, 2007) . Sesan (2001) conceptualizes it as the convergence of micro-electronics computing and telecommunications which has become global phenomenon of great importance and concern in all spheres of human endeavour, spanning across education, governance, business, market sphere, labour, productivity, trade, commerce and others. Attama and Owalabi (2008) , identified the following as the primary ICT resources: i.
Computers: over the years, computers have been transformed from a mere mathematical tools into an essential management resources. Today, different management operations can be handled more efficiently using computers. With the aid of computers, tasks such as information generation, processing, sharing, storage and retrieval are easily executed with speed, cost-effectiveness and efficiency.
ii. The Internet: The internet has served as a valuable vehicle for sharing of information at a high speed.
Ogbomo (2004) pointed out that it is a network of computers sharing information and communicating with each other, mostly frequently over telephone lines. It provides the platform for individuals and organisations to share information on a global scale to support trade, investment, create awareness on goods and services, promote tourism, politics, and international cultural and scientific exchanges. In this context, actors with more current and relevant information are more empowered than otherwise.
iii.
Electronic Mail (E-mail):
The email is perhaps the most popularly used resource of the Internet in modern time. It is used for sending and receiving messages through electronic devices. E-mail has become the faster and cheaper means of communication among individuals and corporate organizations.
iv.
World Wide Web (WWW):
This is also an internet resource distinct from e-mail and significant for its hypertexts (Hypertexts-text containing links to other texts). A visit to a website helps individuals or organizations to locate products, information, pursue political or social agenda and transact business (Chiwetalu, 2003) .
On the other hand, poverty involves a socio-economic condition in which those affected are not able to adequately cater for their basic needs such as food, cloth and shelter. It is characterized by inability to meet social and economic obligations that may arise from joblessness, lack of economic assets, skills and self-esteem. Other dimensions of poverty include limited or lack of access to social and economic opportunities such as portable water, sanitation, health and education (Central Bank of Nigeria, 1999).
In fact, the poor are those who are unable to find a stable employment, obtain adequate income, own property and maintain healthy living standards. They also lack adequate level of education and cannot satisfy their basic health needs. Consequently, most of them are poor in health, illiterate, ignorant and have short life span. They have limited access to basic necessities of life such as food, clothes and shelter and unable to meet most social and economic obligations. They lack skills to access and maintain gainful employment and have little or no economic assets as well as self-esteem.
Nigeria is one of the 20 poorest countries in the world with the highest rate of inequality. The Gini index which measures income or wealth distribution of national residents with an index of -0‖ representing perfect equality, while -100‖ represents perfect inequality. Nigeria Gini index stands at 50.6, one of the highest in the world. It compares poorly with other Third World countries like Rwanda (28.9), Jamaica (37.3) and India (37.8) (Igbuzor, 2008) .
Many reasons have been advanced in the attempt to explain the factors that exacerbated the poverty situation in Nigeria. They include; unstable political history, lack of accountability, mismanagement and corruption, poor policy formation, poor policy implementation and evaluation culture, lack of involvement of the poor in policy process, dependence of the economy on oil, poor economic policies and management, poor revenue allocation and distribution, ethnic and religious conflicts, poor infrastructures inter alia. As a result, several strategies and policies have been experimented over the years in the bid to reduce the incidence of poverty in Nigeria. Suffice it to say that all the policies developed over the years revolves around intensive human labour, import substitution, exportation of minerals and primary products all of which are based on natural resource model. One obvious fact that is common to all the successive poverty reduction strategies is that the application of ICT was very limited. Indeed, ICT was not embraced as important strategic component.
TRACKING THE DEVELOPMENT OF INFORMATION COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY IN NIGERIA
Information and telecommunication technology as conceived today is a recent and alien phenomenon to Nigeria. It is a way of life that was introduced to Nigeria through contact with the Western world.
Telecommunications which is arguably the oldest element of ICT, came first when trunk telephone service was introduced in some parts of Nigeria in 1923. It received further boost in 1950, when the Very High Frequency (VHF) radio systems, 116 manual and five automatic telephone exchanges were introduced. Aside from broadcasting, publishing especially print media also took root. The international political atmosphere charged by the agitation for self-governance provided some of the impetus for nationalist leaders to establish broadcasting and publishing outfits for the purpose of mobilizing native people against colonial forces. However, no major policy on the print media was achieved because of strict government control. The full awareness of the importance of ICTs was absent and most of the ICT initiatives were undertaken by private concerns (Longe and Boateng, 2009 ).
There was no significant development in the ICT sector until 1984 when the Nigeria Telecommunications The NITDA, is responsible for the implementation of IT policies and the promotion and sustenance of healthy growth and development of the IT sub-sector in Nigeria (Isoun, 2003) .
The year 2000 can be regarded as the historic watershed of ICT development in Nigeria particularly in the telecommunications sub-sector. Many national institutions today (both public and private) have acquired ICT capabilities with wide range of network and resources including websites through which relevant information about goods and services are delivered to the public. Added to the foregoing, is the introduction of the Global System Mobile (GSM) Communication which led to the exponential growth and revolutionized the ICT sub-sector. These has translated into unprecedented socio-economic development. In 2004, the Nigerian telecom sector was globally acclaimed to be one of the fastest growing mobile markets in the world; this trend have continued to date.
ICT AS ALTERNATIVE MODEL FOR POVERTY REDUCTION IN NIGERIA: AN APPRAISAL OF THE TELECOM REVOLUTION
In 2005, just five years after its liberalization, the telecom sector became the third largest contributor to the country's GDP in the non-oil sector, after agriculture and trade (Ojo, 2011) . NCC (2005) Today, there is hardly any city, town or village in Nigeria that you walk two hundred metres without locating a call centre. It is noteworthy that unlike other small scale businesses which requires reasonable capital outlay to start, telecom call centres are relatively cheaper to set up. Most call centres requires less than $50 to set up since in most cases they hang on the street and do not need to pay rent on shops. In fact, in order to set up an average call centre, what is required, is an umbrella to provide shade, a stool to sit, a table and a phone loaded with calling credit of US$2. Another value chain in terms of employment creation are those of companies supplying generator to power telecom masts, those supplying diesel to power generating sets, security companies responsible for maintaining law and order at base stations and offices, and employment opportunities in regulatory agencies such as the NCC (Ojo, 2011  Not fewer than 10,000 people gained direct employment as GSM operators.
 Over 1,000,000 people gained indirect employment opportunities.
 Opportunities for Nigeria workers to serve as expatriates to other countries (Foreign input to GDP).
The foregoing clearly shows positive correlation between economic advancement and poverty reduction.
Economic growth and development manifest in the increasing ability of a country to produce more goods and services to its citizens and possible export. Thus, ICT speed up the process of production, enhances efficiency as well as quantity and quality of production. These qualities are not present in previous poverty reduction models based on export of oil, agricultural produce, exploitation of human labour and import substitution strategies etc.
This largely account for their failures in reducing poverty despite the huge revenues that accrued to the Federal Government from 1960 to 1999.
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
In spite of the many drawbacks of the telecom revolution in Nigeria, especially with respect poor services provided by the operators and the weakness of the regulatory agencies to enforce quality compliance, there is no gainsaying that the GSM revolution in Nigeria over a period of less than 16 years has made tremendous impact on poverty reduction. Since independence in 1960, no sector of the Nigerian economy outside agriculture and oil and gas has contributed so rapidly to national economic growth and development like telecommunication. In fact, it can be safely argued that the failure of most poverty reduction initiatives in Nigeria since 1960s stemmed from the noninclusion of the ICT as a strategic component.
The huge impact of the ICT on poverty reduction in Nigeria within a relatively short period is a testament to the fact that ICT has come to stay not only as a viable and sustainable development model, but also as a better alternative to previous poverty reduction strategies. ICT therefore hold the key to turn around Nigeria's economic
